
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: Tension prevailed in Mor-
wad village of  Renapur taluka
in Latur district on Tuesday af-
ter a group of  farmers staged
protests against a land survey
for the proposed Nagpur-Goa
Shaktipeeth Expressway. Some
even climbed trees threatening
to hang themselves, while
others attempted to jump into a
well to oppose the project.

The situation escalated so-
on after govt officials entered
the village. TNN 

Shaktipeeth:
Latur villagers
intensify stir 

Pune/Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar: An advocate from
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
has filed a writ petition before
the Aurangabad bench of  the
Bombay high court challeng-
ing the Bar Council of  Maha-
rashtra and Goa’s (BCMG)
election notification of  Jan 22
prescribing a Rs1.25 lakh non-
refundable deposit for an ad-
vocate to contest its poll slated
for March 24.

Apart from seeking direc-
tions to quash and set aside
the prescribed deposit as “ille-
gal, arbitrary, exclusionary
and violative of  provisions
under the Constitution of  In-
dia”, advocate Shirish Kam-
ble has prayed for effective
and enforceable vertical reser-
vation for OBC, SC and ST ad-

vocates in the BCMG election.
According to the high court’s
official website, the petition,
registered on Feb 9, is slated
for a hearing on Feb 13. 

Kamble has also filed an
objection with the BCMG offi-
ce in Mumbai against the
prescribed deposit with a plea
to reduce the same.

The petitioner-advocate
has contended, among other
things, that the Amravati
bench of  the Andhra Pradesh
High Court on Jan 5, 2026, qu-
ashed and set aside the Bar Co-
uncil of  India’s (BCI) procee-
dings of  Sept 25, 2025, that de-
cided in favour of  raising the
non-refundable security depo-
sit from Rs30,000 to Rs1.25 lakh
for all state Bar council elec-
tions. Yet the BCMG’s insis-
tence on Rs1.25 lakh deposit
was legally unsustainable, he
contended.

BCMG chairman Harshad
Nimbalkar told TOI, “The
BCMG election is being held
as per the Supreme Court’s di-
rective seeking a phase-wise
conduct of  elections of  all sta-
te Bar councils. The non-re-
fundable security deposit at
Rs1.25 lakh has been decided
by the BCI for all the state bar

council elections and it stands
ratified by the Supreme Court
by way of  a recent decision by
the bench headed by the CJI.”

On Feb 5, the SC allowed a
bunch of  petitions by the BCI
seeking transfer of  multiple
cases (pending on this issue)
before different high courts to
the Apex Court.

The SC noted, “The afore-
said fee has been levied on a
pan-India basis, keeping in vi-
ew the total expenditure likely
to be incurred by every State

Bar Council. In some of  the
matters, the precarious finan-
cial condition of  several state
Bar councils has been explai-
ned to us, especially as a result
of  the impact of  the substanti-
al reduction of  registration/
enrolment fee pursuant to the
compliance of  the judgment
rendered by this court in Gau-
rav Kumar vs Union of  India
& Others passed in WP(C) No.
352/2023 on July 30, 2024.”

“It goes without saying
that contesting an election is
an optional choice of  a mem-
ber of  the Bar. Failure to levy a
reasonable fee towards elec-

tion expenditure would result
in the costs being passed on to
members of  the Bar, including
those not interested in partici-
pating as candidates. The chil-
ling effect of  such an additio-
nal burden will ultimately be
faced by young lawyers, who
have just begun their career
and who, for no reason attribu-
table to them, will find them-
selves financially contribu-
ting towards the election cor-
pus,” the SC said.

The bench noted, “Contra-
ry to it, we approve the BCI’s
decision to recover such ex-
penditure from those contes-
ting the election. If  a candida-
te is serious enough to contest
the election, there is no gain-
saying that he must also bear
the expenditure for such an
election.”

The SC said, “We are of  the
considered opinion that there
is no necessity for any high co-
urt to interfere in the fee struc-
ture prescribed for conduc-
ting the election of  state Bar
councils. These transfer peti-
tions are allowed. All the rele-
vant cases pending before dif-
ferent high courts are taken
on board and the same are, ac-
cordingly, dismissed.”

It Stands
Ratified By

SC: Maha Bar
Council Chief

Lawyer moves HC against
Bar poll non-refundable fee

Vishwas Kothari & 
Prasad Joshi TNN

Mumbai: BJP’s Ritu Tawde
(53) was elected the 78th may-
or of  Mumbai, becoming the
second corporator from the
party to occupy the post after a
gap of  44 years, and Shiv Se-
na’s Sanjay Ghadi (56) was
chosen deputy mayor on Wed-
nesday at the first meeting of
recently elected corporators
in the BMC House.

Both were elected unoppo-
sed as the opposition Shiv Se-
na (UBT) and Congress had
not put up a candidate. The na-
ming of  the new mayor and
deputy mayor brought to an
end the administrator’s rule
in the civic body after nearly
four years, a period in which
the BMC didn’t have an elec-
ted House.

The BMC had been placed
under an administrator after
the previous House’s five-year
term ended in March 2022.

CM Devendra Fadnavis,
who for the first time sat in the
civic gallery on Wednesday
and witnessed proceedings
along with Dy CM Eknath
Shinde, said, “An administra-
tor’s rule isn't acceptable in a
democracy, and only an elec-
ted body should lead. That’s

what has happened today.”
However, the nearly 100 op-

position corporators made it
difficult for the first civic Hou-
se meeting for election of  may-
or to proceed smoothly, dis-
rupting proceedings with slo-
gans like “Thackeray aage
badho, hum tumhare saath
hai” and “50 khokhe ekdum
ok.” BJP corporators counte-
red it by “Modi, Modi”. 

Ex-mayor and UBT Sena’s
party leader in the BMC Kis-
hori Pednekar objected to ad-
ministrator Bhushan Gagra-
ni presiding over the meeting,
arguing that the seniormost
corporator, Shraddha Jadhav,
should have been appointed
instead. Gagrani said he had
been authorised by the state

govt to act as presiding officer.
CM said the BMC would

now move ahead with the sta-
te govt, working in coordina-
tion for Mumbai’s develop-
ment in keeping with the vi-
sion of  Balasaheb Thackeray.

Congress party leader in
the BMC Ashraf  Azmi, along
with the party’s 24 corpora-
tors, entered the civic House
with masks on their faces to
highlight the issue of  air pol-
lution. He along with other
corporators like Raja Rahe-
bar Khan, Ajanta Yadav and
Meher Haider reached up to
the presiding officer’s table af-
ter they didn’t find space in
the House. Azmi along with all
his corporators exited the me-
et before it ended.

Tawde elected BMC mayor
amid ruckus by opposition

Richa.Pinto
@timesofindia.com

BMC mayor Ritu Tawde with CM Fadnavis, his deputy Eknath Shinde

Sanjay Hadkar

Nagpur:BJP veteran and Bal-
larpur MLA Sudhir Mungan-
tiwar on Wednesday said the
knife-edge victory in Chandra-
pur’s mayor polls was possible
because CM Devendra Fadna-
vis agreed to sweeten the po-
wer-sharing formula with Se-
na (UBT) by offering a longer
mayoral tenure. It was due to
UBT’s six corporators and last-
minute abstentions by few cor-
porators that helped BJP bag
the seat by one vote — a feat
which earned Mungantiwar
the nickname of  ‘kingmaker’.

Speaking to reporters in
Nagpur on Wednesday, Mung-
antiwar accepted there were
two rival BJP factions in his
home district, the other hea-
ded by Chandrapur MLA Kis-
hor Jorgewar. He demanded

an internal probe into breach
of  discipline in run-up to polls.

When asked if  Fadnavis di-
rectly spoke to Uddhav Thack-
eray to cement the deal, Mung-
antiwar said he had no infor-
mation about any such mee-
ting. Sharing details on how
BJP was able to win over Sena-
UBT, Mungantiwar said, “I
personally spoke four times a
day with Upendra Kothekar

(BJP’s Vidarbha head) and
held discussions with Bawan-
kule saheb. We took the CM’s
approval when discussions be-
gan on giving one year to the
other side. When I informed
the CM about the unfolding si-
tuation, he told me that inste-
ad of  a year, if  necessary, give
15 months — but the mayor in
the first round must be from
BJP.”

Fadnavis helped Chandrapur
Sena-UBT deal: Mungantiwar

Abhishek.Choudhari
@timesofindia.com

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar: All eyes are now on Thursday’s
mayoral election in the Parbhani Municipal Corporation after
BJP, with support from Shiv Sena (UBT), secured the top post in
the Chandrapur civic body by defeating Congress.

Sena (UBT)’s Parbhani MP Sanjay Jadhav expressed confi-
dence that his party and Congress would elect the mayor together
without any friction. “The developments in Chandrapur won’t af-
fect the Parbhani poll. We have a pre-poll alliance with Congress,
and both parties share strong coordination at the local level. To-
gether, we will take charge,” Jadhav said. — Prasad Joshi

Focus shifts to Parbhani poll

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:
Directing the state to file fresh,
“pinpointed” affidavits and war-
ning that any deviation would
invite action under the Con-
tempt of  Courts Act, the Au-
rangabad bench on Tuesday fix-
ed March 10, 2026, for hearing in
a suo motu PIL arising from the
escape of  nine minor girls from
a juvenile home. A division
bench of  Justices Vibha Kan-
kanwadi and Hiten S Venegav-
kar said future affidavits must
be “pinpointed and confined to
the information called for.”

Fresh affidavits
sought in

juveniles case 
Mohammed.Akhef
@timesofindia.com

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: An earthquake measu-
ring 3.0 on the Richter scale
was recorded in parts of  Muk-
hed taluka of  Nanded district
at 3.20pm on Wednesday, with
no loss of  life or property repor-
ted, disaster management de-
partment authorities said. The
epicentre was in Khapral villa-
ge, 10km below the ground, the
authorities added. TNN

Mild quake in
rural Nanded

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:
A 26-year-old Parli resident ta-
king part in the ongoing police
recruitment drive in Beed died
after complaining of  uneasiness
following the mandatory 1,600-
metre run on Wednesday. 

Police identified the decea-
sed as Deepak Bhaskar Wavhale
of  Parli in Beed district.

CCTV footage revealed that
Wavhale successfully completed
the run at the Beed district poli-
ce ground. “Around 12.55pm, he
complained of  exhaustion and
uneasiness, and walked towards
the medical room adjacent to the
finishing point after resting bri-
efly. A medical team and a doctor
stationed at the ground attended
to him. He was given prelimina-
ry treatment, including IV flu-
ids. The team called for an ambu-
lance after detecting a low pulse
rate,” an officer said.

Senior officers reached the
medical camp at 1.08pm. 

“He was declared dead by the
attending doctors soon after,”
the officer said.

Man dies after
run during cop

hiring drive 
Mohammed.Akhef
@timesofindia.com

Pune: The city police have re-
ceived over 1.36 lakh applica-
tions in response to their recru-
itment drive.

The recruitment process is
scheduled to begin on Feb 16
and will be conducted simulta-
neously at the Shivajinagar Po-
lice Headquarters ground and
the State Reserve Police Force
(SRPF) ground in Wanowrie.

Joint commissioner of  poli-
ce Ranjan Kumar Sharma told
TOI, “We have 1,700 vacancies
for police constables. For the
105 driver vacancies, we got
over 38,000 candidates apply-
ing,” he said. — Gitesh Shelke

1.36L apply for
Pune police
recruitment

ELECTION IN MARCH 
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